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Ot»  THE 

J^SOLUTE    NECESSirr  ■ 


or  ENCOURAGIMO 

THE  STUDY  OF  ANATOMY. 


TTTHEN  prejudices  and  erfors  ate  likely  to 
'  "  operate  againft  mankind  in  general,  it  be- 
comes the  indifpenfable  duty  of  every  man,  capable 
of  giving  ufeful  information,  to  freely  deliver  his 
fentiments.  Whatever  is  likely  to  obflradl  the 
progrefs  of  medical  fcience,  deferves  the  ferious  at- 
tention of  every  J)ra(^itioner  in  medicine.  Anatomy 
is  allowed  by  every  learned  man  ia  the  profeflion, 
to  be  the  mofl  ufeful  and  certain  of  any  the  furgeon 
or  phylician  lludies ;  it  reduces  to  a6tual  demon- 
ilration,  what  was  formerly  obfcure  and  ambigu- 
ous ;  it  teaches  the  do6lrines  and  ufes  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  human  body,  fecures  to  tlie  furgeon  a 
confidence  in  all  operations,  and  to  the  phylician 
the  power  of  diftinguifhing  difeafes,  with  all  their 
varieties,    caufcs,    and   probable  confequences. 
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Tlic  ieglflature  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  public! 
in  general,  therefore,  fhould  be  informed  of  the 
jieceility  of  encouraging,  inftead  of  impeding  ana- 
tomical fludies.* 

*  It  may  be  folemnly  aflorted,  that  anatomical  fcrutiny  is  car* 
ried  on^  in  general,  ivith'  the  greateft  decorum  and  circumfpec- 
tion }  the  fcrutinifed  parts  of  the  dcfnnft  are  generally  buried, 
iinlefs  preferved  for  Ikeletons  or  other  demonftrative  purpofes. 
What  furgeon  would  beikilfully  able  to  reduce  fra£tures  or  dillo- 
cations  without  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  bones,  joints, 
mufcles,  ligaments,  &c.?  How  could  fra£^ures  of  the  ikuU  be 
•  treated  without  a  knowledge  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  their  fu- 
tures, &c.  ?  How  could  the  wounded  foldier  or  failor  have  balls, 
or  extraneous  bodies  extrafted,  or  the  lacerated  wounds  of  the 
latter  be  treated  judicloufly,  if  furgeons  did  not  previoufly  know 
and  refleft  on  the  courfe  of  the  large  veffels,  nerves,  mufcles, 
tendons,  &c.  in  the  neccffary  dilatations  of  gun-fliot  wounds,  and 
all  operations  ?  Is  the  brave  foldier  or  failor,  after  the  well- 
fought  battle,  to  be  left  a  facrifice  to  the  ignorance  of  uninformed 
furgeons,  or  rather  pretenders  to  fnrgery  >  There  have  lately 
been  poured  forth  lamentable  complaints  on  this  fubjedt ;  and  to 
what  can  this  be  attributed,  but  the  true  eaufe,  the  want  of  due 
encouragement  and  opportunities  of  becoming  expert  anatomifts 
and  praftical  furgeons,  before  young  artifts  are  fent  into  the  fer- 
vice  ?  One  of  the  greateft  objections  to  the  medical  education  at 
Edinburgh,  where  are  many  ingenious  profeflbrs,  is,  the  want  of 
fubjefts  for  anatomical  difTeftion,  without  which,  no  perfon, 
however  ingenious  and  learned  in  other  refpeds,  can  be  a  fkdlul 
praaical  furgeon  or  phyfician.   Indeed,  to  fpeak  truth,  univerfi- 
ties  are  not  the  beft  places  for  acquiring  medical  knowledge  ;  but 
large  cities,  where  the  obfervations  of  numbers  of  praftitionera 
concentrate,  and,  as  it  were,  form  one  ufeful  whole,  that  adds 
to  our  daily  ftock  of  knowledge.    For  anatomy  clears  up  doubts, 
purges  the  mind  from  all  vifionaiy  or  fanciful  prejudices,  pe- 
'netrates  anddifcovers  the  fallacy  of  various  hypothefes  and  injuri- 
ous fyftems.  With  that  knowledge  the  art  of  phyfic  is  a  blef- 
'  finir.  without  it  a  peft  or  curfe  to  manlcind. 
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On  the  general  Utilily  of  Anatomy. 

No  medical  or  chirurgical  author  can  be  under- 
ftood  without  a  previous  acquaintance  with  anatomy. 
Surgery,  that  ineftimable  art,  on  the  Ikilful  adminif- 
tration  of  which,  the  lives  of  all  ranks,  from  the 
bigheft  to  the  lowed,  the  foldier  and  thefailor,  fre- 
quently depend,  would  be  totally  incapable  of  per- 
formingitsfalutary  fundtions  without  the fafe guide  of 
anatomical  fcience.  From  the  common  operation  of 
bleeding,  to  the  higher  and  more  difficult  opera- 
tions of  furgery,  the  knowledge  of  anatomy  guides 
the  hand  of  the  artiit,  to  avoid  fatal  errors,  and 
enfure  probable  fuccefs.     In  thofe  moments  of 
alarm  and  danger  attendant  on  childbirth,  where 
frequently  both  infant  and  mother  muft  perifh  in 
difficult   labour,  a    fkilful   artifl,   fraught  with 
previous  anatomical  knowledge  and  refle6lion,  fre- 
quently faves  the  lives  of  both.    An  ignorance  in 
anatomy,  therefore,   muft  produce  ignorance  in 
the  pra6licc  of  furgery,  midwifery,  and  phylic  ;  an 
ignorance  in  thefe  may  prove  fatally  deflructive  to 
every  individual  at  one  time  of  life  or  other  ;  for  who 
can  with  truth  declare,  while  men  arcliableto  ficknefs, 
accidents,  or  wounds  in  war,  that  he  ffiall  be  exempt- 
ed from  requiring  medical  affiftance  ?  The  human  fa- 
crilices  to  ignorance  in  anatomy  muft  have  been 
innumerable  in  former  ages,  and  if  anatomical 
purfuits  be,  by  law,  prevented  or  abridged,  barba- 
rous ignorance  muft  again  return,  and  all  mankind 
fufftr  from  the  officious,  though  well-intentioned 
pr'ojedls  of  the  uninformed  few. 

A3  A  know- 
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A  knowicdge  of  anatomy  cannot  he  acquired  by 
reading  books,  by  ftu^iying  impreffions  from  cop- 
per plates,  by  liearing  ledliires,  nor  by  viewing 
anatomical  preparations.  A.  fuperficia^  acquain,- 
tancc  of  the  parts  of  the  human  body  may  be  ob- 
tained by  thcfe  means  conjointly ;  but  fupcrficial 
knowle^lge  is  by  no  means  futficient  fo^  mpdical 
fcience;^  and  much  lefs  for  the  operations  of  fur^ 
gery, .  No ;  the  Hudent  who  would  wilb  to  dif- 
caargp  liis  duties  with  a  confcientious  redlitude, 
mufl-  repeatedly,  with  his  own  h^nds,  diffc£l  dead 
hum£\n  bodies  ;  muft  breaUie  for  many  rnonths  in 
tlie  unp.leafant,  and  frequently  deftruciive  air  of  a 
diiie^ing  room;  he  muft  riik  his  own  life  to  be 
lerylceabie  to  others;  and  frequently  fbme  of  the 
brighteil  ornaments  of  the  profeflian  have  fallen 
vidlims  to  their  arc^our  in  thefe  neceffary,  though  hor- 
ridly difagreeab,lepurfuits=*.  Nothing  but  a  laudable 
ambitio.n  for  excellence  ;  nothing  but  a.  deteririined 
.rclbl\itipn.to  brave  all  d^mgers ;  nothing  but  an 
abhorrence  of  ignorance,  could  induce  men  to  lit 
up  whole  days  and  nights  in  purfuit  of  thofe  re- 
fcarchesj  of  whichj  all  the  world,  except  them- 

^  In  thefe  pyrfuits,  a  night  fcratch  on  the  fingqr  of  the  clif- 
feftor  has  abforbed  putridit);, fiifficient  to  rapidly  prove  fatal. 
Magnus  Fakonar,  who  diireded  at  my  houfe,  when  I  taught 
anatomy  and  lurgcry,  above  twenty  years  ago,  ufed  to  fit  xip 
wliole  weeks  in  piiriuit  of  his  favpuiite  obje'ift,  anatomy.  He 
died  very  pj^rly  iii  life,  after  a^^rivin^g  at  an  uncommon  degree  of 
excellence.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Hewfon,  Dr.  WaKli,  a  promifing 
young  phyfician.  Dr.  Pcckwell,  and  many  others,  have  IhareiJ  the 
lame  fate. 

1  fclves. 


t  1  3 

felves,  frequently  reap  the  benefit.  The  inquefts 
for  murder  or  accidental  deaths ;  the  trials  of  cri- 
minals, in  many  cafes,  require  precife  anatomical 
knowledge,  or  the  guilty  might  often  efcape  and 
liie  innocent  ii^fier. 

iVhat  impedes  the  Progrefs  of  Anatomy. 

The  principal  impediment  to  anatomical  fludiea, 
is  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  dead  human  bodies  to 
difled.  There  is  no  power  in  the  medical  profcf-  • 
fion  of  England,  as  in  other  countries,  to  infill  on 
the  infpe<5lion,  after  death,  of  thofc  extraordinary 
cafes  of  difeafes  that  occur  in  pradticC;,  which  might 
be  the  moft  eligible  means  of  prefcrving  the  health, 
andfaving  the  lives  of  the  living.  In  this  country, 
narrow  prejudices  muft  be  banifhed,  liberality  and 
fcience  embraced,  the  people  mildly  informed  of 
how  much  confequence  it  is  to  themfelves  and  pof- 
terity,  to  fufFer  anatomical  invcfiigations  to  be. 
more  frequently  pra6lifed,  that  thofe  who  live  may- 
benefit  by  the  dead,*  The  prcfent  improved  ftate 
Qf  furgery,  the  moft  fatisfa^lory  principles  for  the 
pra61ice'of  pbyfic,  the  moft  indubitable  conclufious 
from  indudive  rcafoning,  all  originate  in  anatomy. 
Anatomy  exhibits  fads  after  death  ;  juft  rcafoning 
tUfcovers  the  caufes  as  th^ey  happened  in  life  ;  paft 

*■  I  have,  di\riiig  my  v.'hole  life  of  medical  ftudy,  feiz,ed  all 
opportunities  to  obtain  anatomical  fa£ls ;  from  being  coin- 
vinced,  after  long  experience  and  refledion,  that  it  is  the  moft 
rational  and  decided  mode, of  obtaining  aq  accurate  knowledge  of 
difeafes  and  their  effc(n;s. 

A  4  experience 
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experience,  on  the  powers  and  effe6ls  of  medicine 
in  various  difeaics,  united  with  the  former  data^ 
determines  the  quid  ejl  agendum j  in  .  every  difficult 
tale  of  difeafe. 

The  attainment,  tlierefore,  of  a.11  this  ufeful 
knowledge  forms  the  able  phylician ;  but  if  ana- 
tomy had  never  been  cultivated,  if  that  demonflra- 
tive  art  had  not  been  protefted  by  royal  authority, 
and  well-regulated  governments,  excellent  phyli- 
cians,  or  fargeons,  never  could  have  iappeared ; 
the  different  branches  of  the  art  would  have  re-- 
imained  in  their  former  miferable  ftate,  and  man- 
^kind,  labouring  under  the  moll  ferious  difeafes,  left 
a  prey  to  ignorance,  artifice,  and  impofture.  Can 
any  human  being,  after  a  knowledge  of  this  trtfo 
,ltate  of  fa6ia,  with  to  obitruct  the  progrels  of  a 
fcience,  in  which  the  welfare  of  all  fociety  is  io 
materially  concerned,  fa  importantly  interefted  ?  * 

The 

*  A  palTage  from  the  Rational  arid  Improved  State  ofPJjyJic^  I 
, lately  piibliflied.in  four  volumes,  containing  the  caufes  and  cure 
of  nervous  bilious  difeafes,  with  many  other  interefting  fubjefts 
of  medicine,  furgery,  &c.  will  fliew  the  prefent  writer's  opinions 
pn  the  art  of  medicine. 

"  As  the  modes  of  reafoning  adopted  by  the  author,  in  many 
parts  of  thefe  works,  may  appear  new,  particularly  to  thofe  wha 
are  not  accuftomed  to  reafon  logically,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  give 
a  fliort  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  reafonings  are 
conduced. 

"  Mathematical,  geometrical,  mcfchanlcal,  and  many  chemical 
hypothefes,  formerly  and  lately  in  vogue  for  conllrufting  the  va- 
rious and  vifionary  theories  in  medicine,  in  a  great  meaiure,  are 
excluded,  and  fafts,  originating  from  the  evidence  of  the  fenfes, 
from  ocular  demonftrations,  are  exhibited  to  explain  the  cavfcs 

of 
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The  laws  punifh  ignorance  in  medicine  and  fur-j 
gery ;   the  ignorant  pretender  is  hindered  from 

prac- 

of  difeafes,  and  to  fearch  for  adequate  remedies  to  remove  thofc 
caufes. 

FirJI.  The  anatomical  llniftiire  and  phyfiology  of  the  parts  or 
funAions,  afp  explained  in  different  treatilp,  by  connected  faifts 
ar^d  reafonings,  as  far  as  were  thought  expedient. 

Secondly.  From  the  appearances  after  death,  the  impedimente 
and  morbid  affeftions,  that  had  happened  in  life,  afe  attempted 
to  be  afcertained  by  inductive  reafonings. 

Thirdly,  Propofitions  from  thefe  fources  of  true  intelligence 
are  formed,  in  many  inftan<:es,  both  theoretical  and  praftical. 

Fourthly.  From  confidering  the  origin  and  magnitude  of  dif» 
cafes,  explained  by  the  foregoing  means,  their  ftages,  real  and 
probable  efiefts  in  the  living  human  body,  are  all  the  prognoftics 
difcovered,  and  what  benefits  may  be  expe£led  from  the  art  of 
medicine  in  various  difeafes ;  by  which  fads  and  reflexions,  ra- 
tional expeftations  are  encouraged,  and  rafli  boaftings  and  irra- 
tional promifes  difcountenanced  ;  medicine,  thus  conceived,  and 
pra£tifed,  ftri^lly  adheres  to  re^fon  and  truth. 

Fifthly.  By  concentrating  all  the  foregoing  fafts,  and  confi. 
dering,  from  long  and  paft  experience,  the  force,  power,  and 
probable  confequences  of  a  difeafe,  with  its  ftages,  whether  it 
be  chronic  or  acute,  the  age,  fex,  ftrength,  and  conftitution  of 
the  individual  aifefted,  are  afcertained  the  powers  and  mode  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  removal  of  the  caufei  of  difeafe. 

Sixthly.  In  the  eleftion  of  i-emedies,  thofe  that  are  important 
arc  adopted  and  prefcribed,  where  they  can  be  exhibited  with 
fafety  and  rationality  to  the  patient,  and  palliative  methods  of 
treatment  are  never  propofed,  but  in  cafes  wherein  radical  cures 
cannot  be  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  attempted, 

"  Amongft  the  great  variety  of  prefcriptions  for  the  rohuji  and 
fioridf  pale  and  debilitated^  irritable  or  more  torpid^  &c.  there  arc 
few  which  the  author's  own  experience  has  not  proved  fafe  and 
dHcacious  in  the  cafes,  and  under  the  circumlbn^es  they  are  vt- 

B  com* 


pra'fflifing  tlie  art  without  undcrgbirig  an  ejfami- 
bation.  The  Legillature  has  provided  i^enal  laws 
againll  ignorance  in  the  medical  profeffion ;  will 
it  be  (6onfiflent  with  wifdom  and  humanity  to  pre- 
vent the  ftudent  from  becoming  learned,  and  tlien 
puniili  him  for  involuntary  ignorance  ?  Every 
mode,  which  can  obitrucl  anatomical  ftudy,  mull 
mduce  the  groffeft  ignorance  ;  every  invention,, 
which  can  excite  an  ardor  in  ftudents  to  become 
fex'cellent  ariatotnifls,  will  be  the  only  means  of 
producing  fltilful  furgcons  ;  the  abfcnce  of  which 
lately  in  our  armies,  though  it  be  a  delicate  fab- 
]e€t  to  mention,  has  been  owing  to  the  want  of 
dead  human  bodies  to  diffe6V,  and  for  performing 
the  various  operations  of  furgery,  previous  to 
pradlice  on  the  living  fubjedl:.  Whoever  does  not 
comprehend  the  exa61:  courfe  of  the  vefTels,  nerves, 
the  directions  of  mufcular  fibres,  and,  in  fhort, 
anatomy,  and  who  has  not  praclifed  on  dead  fub- 
jedls,  fo  as  to  well  comprehend  the  refiftance  of 

commended.  *  It  has  always  been  confidered  the  duty  of  a  phy 
fician,  to  aft  on  clear  principles  and  with  energy,  or  not  aft,  and 
be  always  more  folicitous  to  attack  a  dlfeafe  by  efficacious  re- 
medies, than  to  pleafe  the  patient's  tafte  at  the  hazard  of  life,  or 
the  injury  of  the  conftitution.  The  ordering  trifling  faline  and 
fweetened  draughts,  when  diforders  demand  the  moft  decided 
and  powerful  praftice,  is  a  difgrace  to  the  art  j  fed  tji  modus  in 
rebnsy 

*  There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  in  the  conjlitutions  of  dif- 
ferent patients.^  fame  abound  txiith  ferum,  others  with  a  fupcralun- 
dnuce  of  red  particles  in  the  bloody  •which  form  the  pallid  and  florid; 
tijc  fat  fupcrabound  luith  oil,  the  lean  not.  Will  any  confined  fyftem 
he  adcqwitc  to  tifis  diverfity  f 

a  parts 


t  J 

parts  to  the  difFcrent  chirurglcal  inftiTrments  ne*' 
ceflar}'-  in  operating,  with  all  the  minuti^,  and 
accidents  common  to  different  operations,  will  be 
a  timid,  ralh,  or  ignorant  praftitioner,  and  mifera- 
ble  muft  be  the  lot  of  thofe  who  become  patients 
to  fiich  an  inexperienced,  untaught  rovicewt.  The 
foundation  of  all  the  Tequifites  for  fuccefsful  prac- 
tice is  chiefly  in  anatomy  ;  the  judicious  applica- 
tion of  which,  in  human  life,  is  only  found  in 
large  hofpitals,  and  acquired  by  practical  obferva* 
tions.  In  the  extenfivenefs  of  thefe  fields  of  fcience, 
the  French  are  quite  fupeiior  to  us  ;  their  hofpitals 
give  a  latitude  for  anatomical  inveftigation  far 
above  all  the  countries  in  Europe.* 

*  Louis  the  Fourteenth  was  the  grand  proteftor  and  encourager 
of  the  ufeful  arts,  and  he  left  monuments  of  medical  learning 
that  render  his  name  immortal.  Engaged  in  wars,  this  monarch 
foon  found,  that Jkilful furgeons  were  very  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  and 
accordingly  erefted  public  academies,  and  gave  liberal  immuni- 
ties and  privileges  for  the  attainment  of  that  and  other  branches 
of  medical  fcience,  which  his  anceftors,  and  all  other  princes, 
had  fliamefuUy  neglefted.  There  is  no  public  eftablifhment  ia 
this  country  for  anatomy;  but  the  fooner  one  is  eftabliftied,  and 
the  fooner  means  are  devifed,  for  obtaining  a  fufficient  number  of 
dead  bodies  for  dilfe<ftion,  fo  much  the  fooner  will  the  amy,  7iavy^ 
and  the  whole  country,  be  funiiflied  with  excellent  furgeons, 
whofe  united  labours  will  daily  improve  the  art,  and  pour  down  v 
bleffings  on  fociety. 
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How  to  remove  the  difficulties j  which  at  prefent  exijlj  in 
acquiring  anatomical  knowledge. 

The  removal  of  the  difficulties,  which  oppofe  or 
impede  anatomical  fcience,  is  ealier  to  be  con- 
ceived than  pradlically  executed. 

Fir  ft.  Mankind  in  general  fhould  be  convinced  of 
the  neceffity  and  utihty  of  pra6lical  anatomy,  as  it 
is  univerfally  beneficial. 

Secondly.  Thqfe  fuperftitious  fears  and  prejudices, 
that  have  excited  horror  and  oppofition  to  tlie  ad- 
milTion  of  opening  dead  bodies,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  living,  fhould  be  chaced  away  by  the  lights  of 
found  reafon  and  truth.* 

*  It  is  a  curious  inveftigation  for  philofophic  minds  to  refleft 
on  the  various  opinions  of  various  ages  and  countries  concerning. 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  ;  the  Egyptians  preferved  the  bodies  of 
their  anceftors,  after  having  them  prepared  as  mummies,  and  deco- 
rated  with  gilding,  varniftiing,  and  painted  on  their  coverings  the 
myftical  hieroglyphical  figures  of  their  deities,  &c.  The  Greeks, 
Romans,  and  other  nations,  burnt  their  dead ;  the  Englifli  in 
tendon  often  bury  their  poor,  twenty  or  thirty  together,  in  a  vault 
opening  with  two  folding  doors,  uncovered  even  by  earth,  to  the 
no  fmall  annoyance  of  the  neighbourhoods  contiguous  to  church 
yards.    This  praftice  calls  aloud  for  the  interference  of  the  legif- 
lature;  for  it  has  been  lately  proved,  that  an  halitus,  or  air 
arifing  from  the  putrefaaion  of  dead  bodies  thus  corrupted  in. 
numbers,  is  the  moft  deleterious  of  any  known  by  pneumatical  ex- 
periments.   The  notions  about  dead  bodies  are  certainly  capnci- 
ous,  as  clearly  appears  by  the  different  opinions  of  different  ages  ; 
it  fnuft  be  confeffed,  that  neither  the  laws  nor  the  dormitories  of 
the  defunft  fliould  be  violated  ;  nor  would  fuch  violation  ever  be 
pra£tifed,  were  rational  plans  adopted  to  prevent  the  comm.ffion 
of  thefc  crimes. 
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Thirdly.  All  condemned  criminalsj  aftqr  execution, 
fhould  be  delivered  to  an  academy  of  anatomy,  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  inftrudting  fludents. 

Fourthly.  The  phylicians  and  furgeons  of  public 
charities  fhould  have  an  unlimited  power  to  in- 
fpeft  dead  bodies,  and  be  obliged  to  publilh  their 
obfervations,  or  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  academy 
of  anatomy.  Public  expence  fliould  be  convertecj 
into  public  benefit. 

Fifthly.  It  is  not  uncommon  forperfons  of  rank  to 
have  their  neareft  relations  and  friends  opened  to  in- 
fpeA  tiie  caufes  of  death,  and  to  afcertain,  whether 
in  life,  more  might  have  been  done  in  the  attempts 
to  cure,  as  likewife  for  the  purpofe  of  embalming 
the  body.  If  fuch  rational  inquiries,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  embalming,  were  more  univerfal,  they  would 
tend  gi-eatly  to  promote  the  future  welfare  of  fo- 
ciety.  Such  examples  would  be  more  generally 
followed,  if  they  became  more  frequent;  and  the 
horrors  expreffed  by  the  ignorant,  or  timid,  would 
daily  diminifh, 

Sixthly.  The  academy  of  anatomy  fhould  be  de- 
frayed at  the  public  cofl,  in  which  cafe  the  flu- 
dents  fhould  be  exempt  from  all  expence ;  if  not, 
the  emoluments  arifmg  from  pupils  fhould  be  ap- 
propriated to  that  purpofe. 

Seventhly,  As  it  has  been  found,  by  long  expe- 
rience, that  corporate  bodies  form  individual  cabals, 
and  often  deftroy  the  laudable  intentions  of  their 
original  inflitutions,  by  purfuing  private  interefl, 
inftead  of  public  benefit  ;  the  plan  for  condu6ling 

the 
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the  academy  of  anatomy  fliould  be  fo '  cautioufly 
aiTanged,  as  not  to  futfer  the  felf-interefted  tq 
overturn  the  wife  intentions  of  the  learned  femi-. 
nary.  . 

■  Eighthly.  There  ihould  be  fome  honourable  en- 
couragement to  every  pupil,  who  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  by  either  induftry,  or  by  making  any  new 
rtrfcorery  or  valuable  improvement,  whether  in  ana- 
tomy or  praftical  furgciy  ;  for  true  genius,  and  the 
moft  fuperlative  talents,  are  often  allied  to  neceffi- 
Idtis  Want.  '  A  fpirit  of  emulation  would  thus  incite 
the  parties  to  labour,  and  additions  to.  the  prefent 
'flock  of  kri'owlcdge  would  be  the  refult  of  inquiries, 
when  thus  conduced  by  a  fpirit  of  philofophical 
r^fearch,  candour,  and  liberality. 

iVrw/Z'/j.  Every  pupil,  who  dedicates  his  talents  to 
Turgety,  after  having  obtained  a  fufhcient  know- 
ledge in  anatomyi  by  :dilfe6bing,  fliould  perform, 
■in-  the  prefence  of  refpeaabie  furgeohs/  ail  the 
-operations  of  furgery  on  the  dead  body;  thus 
would  the  fleets  and  annies  be  fupplied  with  able 
furgeons,  wheij  evcr)^  praCWorier  would  be  forced 
to  difplay  his  knowledge.and  abilities,  before  he  en(- 
tered- into  the  fervice,  or  praaiied  tlie  art. 

Tenthly.  Phyficians  ihould  not  only  be  obliged  to 
dilFea  and  perform  the  operations,  &.c.  but  fliould  bp 
eomp^ed  to  know  theoretical  and  praaical  raid- 

■  wifery,  and  give  pofitive  proofs  of  their  knowledge 
in  phyfiolog)',  U-  It  is  but  jufl,  tl^at  thote  who 
rc.iide.  at  the  bead  of  a  profefhon,  fhould  be.  fupc- 
rior  to  all  thoV?  w,\vq  only  pradife  ^  particuk]^' 
bjanch  of  the  art. 

Thus. 
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Thus  it  has  been  fully  proved  of  what  confer 
quence  the  faience  of  anatomy  is  to  the  pra6lico 
of  phyfic,  furgcry,  and  midwifery,  to  Individuals, 
and  to  the  community  of  every  rank.  The  impe- 
diments to  its  cultivation,  and  fome  general  modes 
of  removing  them,  have  been  intimated,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Legiflature,  and  mankind  in  general, 
will  attentively  and  ferioutly  confider,  and  weigh 
the  important  truths  advanced.  Princes  and  go■^ 
vcrnments  cannot  fliew  jj.  more  afFc6tionate  con^ 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  than  by  the  en- 
couragement of  every  branch  of  knowledge  that 
can  alleviate  themifery  of  difeafe  i  nor  can  there  be 
conceived  a  more  wanton  barbarity  than  to  check 
the  progrefs,  or  fruftralc  the  humane  offices  of  this 
falutary  fcience. 

Thefe  obfcr^'^ations  have  not  originated  in  vir 
lionary  hypothecs,  nor  ehimerical  conceits,  th6 
offspring  of  unbridled  fancy  and  inexperience;  but 
from  a  lincere  love  of  truth,  a  regard  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  medical  profeflion,  and  from  nearly 
forty  years  continued  fludy  and  pra6lice  in  the 
healing  art.  The  refledlions  are  not  intended  to 
vindicate,  but  to  prevent  or  abolifh  the  modes  of 
procuring  fubjedts  for  anatomical  inveftigation, 
which  Ihock  the  feelings  of  humanity  ;  to  apprize 
the  IvCgiflature,  and  fociety  at  large,  of  the  indif- 
penfable  necelTity  of  enlarging,  inftead  of  reftrain- 
ing  anatomical  lludles,  and  to  fliew  the  pQofl  eli- 
gible mode  by  ^yhich  that  important  objedl  is  at^  - 
tainable.  Other  means  might  be,  likcwife,  devifed, 
fLi]d  if  any  future  opportunity  fliould  occur,  in  which 

a  mores 
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a  more  elaborate  confideration  of  the  fubjed  may- 
be neceflary,  than  appears  in  the  prefcnt  hafly  pub- 
lication ;  no  labour  fhall  be  fpared  to  render  the 
nioft  fenfible  fuggeilions  permanent;  nor  fhall 
any  thing  be  omitted,  that  is  likely  to  prove  bene- 
jficial  to  the  profeflion,  or  to  the  advantage  of  fo- 
ciety  in  general.  An  impulfe  above  private  intereft, 
jiarrow  cenfures,  or  the  fiiperficial  opinions  of 
thofe  who  carry  through  life  the  infantile  im- 
preffions  of  the  nuriery,  has  given  rife  to  thefe 
animadverfions.  It  would  have  been  criminal  to 
have  withheld  ufeful  intelligence  on  a  fubjedl  in 
which  the  whole  world  is  interefted,  and,  in  parti- 
cular, the  honour  and  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  of 
Great  Britain.  The  extenlive  confidence  amongft 
all  ranks,  the  author  hath  enjoyed,  as  a  medical 
practitioner,  for  a  long  period,  demands  this  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  to  the  nation,  whatever  may  be 
the  confequence.  The  whole  iludy  of  medicine 
requires  regeneration  to  render  it  more  ufeful  to 
ibciety  ;  the  univerlities,  in  particular,  require 
renovation  in  moii  departments  of  fcience  ;  the' 
paths  to  all  human  knowledge  might  be  abridged 
and  rendered  eafy  of  accefs,  were  ancient  preju- 
dices abolifhed,  and  modern  difcoveries  and  im- 
provements univerfally  adopted.* 

It 

*  Perceiving,  early  in  life,  great  defecfls  in  medical  education, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  the  modes  were  highly  iniproveable,  and 
that  the  road  to  fcience  could  be  rendered  much  more  eafy  of 
accefs.  Above  twenty -four  years  ago  I  formed  a  plan,  and  have» 
as  much  as  my  other  avocatipns  aud  temporary  pra(5tical  writings 

would 
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■  It  was  lincerely  hoped  that  fome  profeflionat  ana- 
tomlfts  would  have  favoured  the  world  with  their 

would  permit,  laboured  inceflantly  to  accomplifli  this  great obje£^. 
Two  volumes  in  quarto,,  written  in  Latin,  that  its  benefits  may 
be  more  univcrfeil,  are  now  ready  for  publication  :  in  the  anato- 
mical part  of  which  are  above  60  copper  plates,  with  references, 
on  an  entire  new  plan,  to  facilitate  the  ftudy  of  anatomy,  &c. 
This  work,  which  has  been  executed  at  an  immenfe  expenfe  for  a 
private,  individual,  who  has  no  other  fortune  than  his  pr-ofellion, 
it  is  hoped  will,  in  fome  meafure,  diminifli  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
curing fo  many  bodies  for  diffedlion  ;  but  yet,  it  is  a  ceitain  faA, 
confirmed  by  experience,  that  real  diifeftions  are  abfolutely  nc- 
ceflary  ;  for  a  pupil  will  comprehend  and  retain  more  by  his  own 
practical  infpe£tioa  of  even  one  or  two  bodies,  than  by  attending 
letftures,  or  reading  for  years.  Difleflion  leaves  an  impreffion 
in  the  mind  never  to  be  effaced,  and  the  plan  of  the  books  men- 
tioned, has  been,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  formed  to  refer  to  on  all 
occafions,  to  remember  what  has  been  pra<Elically  taught  in  the 
differing  room.  The  general  rules  delivered  for  difle£i:ion  in 
thefe  works  are  as  follows,  by  which  the  learned  will  perceive, 
that  cleanlinefs  and  decency  are  its  prominent  features,  not  wan- 
ton barbarity,  as  perfons  unacquainted  with  its  rules  may  fu^eft, 
De  generalibus  quibufdam  pr^ceptis  in  difTedionibus  te- 
nendis. 

1,  Ad  diffediones  nemo,  nili  qui  raedicinK  aut  chirurgia:  fc 
dicavit,  admittatur. 

a.  Tempus  adminiftrationibus  anatomicis  eligatwr  hymens. 

3.  Cadaver  autem  primo  ab  omni  impuritate  mundandum  eft. 

4.  Locus  adminiftrationis  frigidus  fit. 

5.  Locus,  in  quo  peragitur  fedio  luminofus  fit. 

6.  Cadaver  menfse  verfatili  imponatur ;  ut  menfa  clrcumaifla, 
©mnibus  omnia  oftendi  queant. 

7.  Manus  in  operando  fiifpenfa  teneatur. 

8.  Humiditates  fpongia  fapius  exforbeantur. 

9.  Tandem  finito  labore  diurno,  cadaver  ftudiofe  coute- 
gendum. 

Sclola  Medicina  Univerfalis  Nova,  p.  2. 

fcnti- 
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fi^nliments  on  the  prefent  important  occafion  ;  tlielf 
CKpcriencc  and  interefts  in  the  promotion  of  the 
fcience  they  teach,  might  have  added  great  weight 
to  the  arguments  here  prefented.  Of  all  the  teach- 
ers who  dcferve  the  commendation  of  fociety  in  th^ 
rnedical  art^  the  profeffors  of  anatomy  certainly 
Ihould  hold  the  higheft  rank  ;  long  may  their  la- 
bours continue  to  fcrve  mankind.  As  thefe  learned 
gentlemen  have  not  appeared  publicly  on  the  pre- 
fent momentous  bulincfs,  perhaps  from  motives  of 
delicacy,  a  man  who  has  no  private  views  or  per- 
fonal  inlerefts  to  anfvver,  fleps  forth  a  volunteer  to 
defend  the  honour  of  the  medical  profeffion,  and 
to  ultimately  promote  the  caufe  of  reafon  and  hu- 
manity. 

Savilk  Row, 
I  ^fb  Jj)ril,  1795. 
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